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“0, foolish one ! Make the lion your model,
not the crippled fox. Be not dependent like
the fox, on what the lion leaves, but strive like
the lion to obtain something by thine own labour
that thou mayst have something to leave to others
who need thy help. A mun who has the strength
of lion, but does nothing, is inferior to a dog”
—Nesficld.

What a student does after the completion
of his education, and what he will do, are the
questions that are today haunting the mind of
every educator and well-wisher, everyone who
has really the concern for the well-being of the
student community as well as of the progress
of the Country. This question when pushed
and pushed forward, places before us a thorny
problem and it pricks all around the minds not
only of the limited few but unlimited many.
Each and every educationist in India, teacher
and parent very often complain of the students’

/

Educated youth—A pathetic

to labour and why ?

Frankenstein, W. Momin,
3rd year, B.A.

indiscipline, unrests and riots. Almost every
day, are not thousands of young students run-
ning away from their class-rooms to take part
in the agitations, while thousands others
are marching through the street corners with
a mind for destroying public-pioperty ? How
so ever, the educated youth and the young lear-
ners who are quite nimble for such outside
‘ills’ are often found fragile in their farms and
producing fields. The part of their energy
they waste, marching from one corner of the
street to the other, under the schorching sun,
spending day after day their valuable time for
nothing ; is seldom seen to be engaged in any
fruitful work and is still more unproductive
and deplorable to recount what attitude they
hold towards labour, especially common menial
labour.

A menacingly apathetic altitude ! An alui-
tude sad though highly it is, yet does not fail




to drag students in riotous actions in which
huge labour automatically gets involved and
in which, God knows, if there is any dignity
or not. Apathy to labour ? Itis a fact. Every
thinking mind will not fail to recognise this

as truc.

Among the nations of the world, India is
one of the most populous, with her population
“exceeding 50,000,000. But, of such a vast popu-
lation, about sixty-eight percent is illiterate
ared only thirty two percent literate. This is
the grim picture of her state of education, and
one is shocked to know it. And one’s shock
is even greater when hears an old man says—
“f{ad not my son passed the Intermediate
examination, had not my grandson obtained
the dcgree and diploma—he would not have

decline to do it.”

Just a man or woman, boy or girl none has
any disregard for manual labour, but once
received the education, one loses the respect
for labour. All those so-called educated, after
receiving the degrec and diplomas begin not
to like the physical exertion. Rather the
ma_jority are found to believe that there is the
loss of dignity on their part to do the manual
work. Their object then is to hold the quali-
fyirng positions in offices; and this is their
sole objecct what makes them struggle for it
heart and soul. Their sole aim is to have
anyhow a job having the glitter of a work
of place in a well-furnished office with some
glitter of pay also preferably. And for this
theyy run and scramble just as urchins do

for gathering nuts.

I ndia is primarily an agricultural country.
A land she is with fetile soil and with vast
natural resources. And who could imagine
that a country like India has not produced

hundreds and even thousands and thousands
of qualified farmers, who could exploit to the
fullest advantage of the vast natural resources
that India has and where inspite of extensive
cultivation, the land remaining poverty stricken.
The picture is but just the reverse of what one
can naturally concieve of. And besides that
of the cultivation with methods old, that of
the proper improvement in the productivity .
of the land lacking, the majority of the Indian
farmers are [rom the illiterate group. The
educated iseducated ! They are what they are !
It is not that each and every educated young
Indian is desired to be turned into a worker
on the fields. But, when Adam delved and
Eve spun, who was then a getnleman ? Is it
not a blunder in one’s life to be éndignant of
or indifferent to physical exertion while consti-
tuted of the same strength and physique ?
And demanding some amount of food to main-
tain the body yet continue hating the people
who would supply them by working hard ?

The fact is that when a young boy is edu-
cated he is inclined to think that farming
means hard mean work. Born at the villages
and brought up at the rural areas, many fine
young people who are ever as active for manual
work as for anything else, move to towns for
higher education and there comes into contact
with the baneful urban snobbery. And in many
cases once they go, they go. They will never
like to return and come back home after receiv-
ing their higher education. They will not and
donot often come back from the educational
centres and the Vidyapeeths they joined, to
work in the fields. “Why”’, they will whisper,
“the diplomas are the passports to a better
job.” And with this easy passport they find
an easy way to escape marual labour at fields
or factories and also begin to despise them.
If a ‘clean job in the neat office of a town’ be
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available, why soil your hand with village dust?
Home becomes a dull place and to touch the
soil with bare hand is hateful, to handle a
small working tool is unwise. This is not the
‘Case alone with the students in general line,
even those who attend and pass from agricul-
tural schools and Colleges also hang about like
the general students for government services.
The son of a government-service holder will
become a government servant, a doctor’s son
will become a doctor after he is trained, but
that the son of a farmer will be a farmer is
quite doubtful. This is his ancestral work,
yet he dislikes it most of other things. And this
aversion has come because he is educated.
And so, he never adds his knowledge to the
farming community after his education.

During the seventeenth and the eighteenth
centuries, the properttuid class thought of
living at ease like ‘lotus-eaters’, licking all
the honey of life. But, having fallen the victim
to serious criticism in the nineteenth century,
and having been regarded as mere flies in the
society, they have changed their position a
little. Since then, man began to have the
idea of dignity of labour. Conditions are much
better in the ‘Wide world’. Tn India where the
students by far represent the youthful part
of the population, the idea of the dignity of
labour and the conditions for the improve-
ment of the same find only little attention as
yet. Otherwise why should they still believe
in the ‘loss of dignity’ and shrink back from
contributing even their ‘quota of service’ ?
Graduates and postgraduates are today here
and there, at every street, at every place and
every corner. It has rather now become a
routine for the youngeducateds to rush to
towns, with a passion to walk from pillar to
post in search of employment. Are not they
knocking at the gates of offices for a petty
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clerical job ? They are very regular to do it,
Put a sign-board at thc entrance with the
words “No vacancy”. They are bitterly
disappointed and worried. No alternatwe they
feel then, than to cry out outside at once
with dejected face ‘Sorry, Sad news I” But
what sad news ? 1s it the death of a friend or
a beloved : that in the same week, you saw her
dressed for a ball, and also seeing in a shroud ?
“Neither, nothing of the sort, bui:+++++++=+-
ill luck.” But luck might favour, and cvcry
thing might have been allright, had he wished_
to exert his physical strength and had not
thought himself so highly a gentle man,
Physical labour is but a blessing. Pandit Iswar
Chandra Vidyasagar is reported to have carried
the suit-case belonging to a gentle-man. Mao-
Tse Tung and Chow-en-lai worked as labourers
living in workers’ camps mainly, A house
wife in Washington does the washing and the
wife of a millionaire does laundry-work.
Should not then we—every young and old,
male or femalé, educated or uneducated

do what our hands find to do and do it with
our might ?

The dignity of labour had high place of
respect in ancient India. King Janaka ploughed
his land. Sultan WNasiruddin wused to earn
his bread as a calligrapher. New generations
have come, but they have lost the ideal, and
the attitude has changed. Today with the
younger generation, this apathetic attitude is
gloomily being more and more deep-rooted. The
condition looks gloomier to-day than yesterday.,
The condition may stilltook gloomiertomorrow
than what it has been to-day in the agricultural
country like India where eighty P.C. (80%)
of her population make their homes in villages,
their main source of livelihood—the cultivation.
Her low economic standard will remain low,
with no improvement, so long as her yongsters
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only look forward to towns, and not to follow-
ing their father’s profession involving labour,
regard education as the means of escaping from
manual work. Are the Indians then the
lazy people, insensible to work ? No, none
can say that they are. They are as active as
any other people of this world.

There is much to be said about the system
of education under which our students receives
their certificates. The present system is not
without faults ; raher it is charged with many
defects. There is no vocational bills in our
curriculum which make the students prove to
office jobs, specially acdantic ones, than for
works requiring physical exertion but con-
ducive to one’s body and mind.

The system of education in India, is defective
as it is, never caters to the needs of a student ;
simply makes a student an incubuson society
and unable to help him add to the wealth of
the country by his own labour. Besides failing
to offer he proper nourishment of the latent
faculties of a student, ours is the system of
education, where his merit is judged solely
depending upon his performance in the exami-
nation hall during the session. Four years of
academic life in a college, after which the
degree and diplomas are awarded, the mind
of the village boy who may be the son of an
agriculturist, isso badly affected that it leads
him to think beneath his dignity to fall
back to his paternal labour. With an educa-
tion divorced from the life and the soil, no way
is left for a student than wishing and actually
knocking at the doors of the Goverment

and Commercial offices for a job to execute
sitting on a chair beside a table. But, would
not this have been far better as Gandhiji said,
if all students learnt a craft and if their edu-

‘future.

school stage, result in a generation of young
people who would believe in the dignity of
labour and also in the College level continue
to combine the excellences of hand, head and
heart. : : :

There must be, in order that India should be
technologically, industrially and agriculturally’
progressive, a drastic change. This necessary
change is urgently needed. Educationists are
trying their best to find out a way and a remedy.
But still now no satisfactory solution is visible.
And this desperately needed change is not being
affected rapidly enough. What are we doing
today ? Instead of paying attention to this
nceded change, we are showing the irrelevant
in the present context and not yet timely atten-
tion to the media of instruction. The latter
is important no doubt. But there are other
things more important and it is also time for
us all to know that we are overlooking a
problem really great. It is a time when none
should ignore the fact that "if we donot
handle the younger generation with the right
system of education, the country will never
substantially progress atany time, present or
A through check up of the country
is needed in all its spheres, with a proper
diagnosis of the maladies of its education. "We
should not allow any more time to pass
unused, and plunge head long to tackle the
situation and handle the rising generation
which is demoralised having its spirit and
fervour chilled under the impact of unemploy-
ment and unplanned education may bring
disaster to the country. We might be baflled
by the challenge of time and unable to cope
with for solution—but let that not come and
let us make our students love labour and
embrace all physical and mental exertions
with a willing win for us the place of pride

cation be vocation-oriented, right from the amcng the nations of the world.
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The nationalisation of banks in India
—a step to socialism ?

Under the political cloud and economic
uncertainties the inefficiency of the public
sector in Tndia has been very much increased
by the load of nationalisation of fourteen
commercial banks. Thanks to our policy-
makers and implementers for the extension
of the argument that nationalisation of com-
mercial banks will be a step towards socialism
which has been described as the ultimate goal
of our economy. The nationalised commercial
banks, it is hoped, will bringa new chapter
in our monetary economy through their social
and wellare activities, their major participation
in extending rural credits, their proper invest-
ment policy and the such.

The nationalisation of commercial banks
would achieve some benefits since the owner-
ship of the direct profit-making ‘institutions
comes in the hand of the government—a liberal
profit maker, and the protector of the small
capitalists, agricultural land-holders, business-
men etc. by the extension of liberal credits
and facilitating their easy growth. Also, it
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has been argued that the Reserve Bank of
[ndia will be more promptly functioning accor
ding to the monetary and credit policy of the
country and it will check the violation of laws
and the neglects of R.B. I's directives by the
banks. The banks will thus, pe-form a deve-
lopmental function according to the planned
economic policy and in the present condition
of financial instability of the economic plan-
ning, they will add revenue to the public fund.
Being entering into direct ownership of the
Governmental machinery the banks will act
by channalising banking income to the govern-
mental fund instead of to the private share-
holders, by providing cheap credit facilities
in the rural and agricultural productions
through opening branches, by checking the
evasion of taxes and the problem of black-
money, by taking out a very big source of capi-
talist income to the public uses and as such
minimising inequality of income, by bringing
a spirit of competition among different banks
in their developmental activities, by helping
the promotion of habit of saving of the people



and mobilising the resources towards planned
development, by remodelling the investment
policy of banks giving loans to actually needy
persons and, last of all, by increasing the
size of public sector and stepping towards the
goal of socialism. The nationalisation of
commercial banks, as it is seen, will increase
the social welfare.

Certainly these may be theline of arguments
by which one will plead for nationalisation of
commercial banks looking after the greater
interest of the people. The government of
India is satisfied to express the greater demand
of nationalisation to re-orient the popular
attraction of welfare activitics in the present
situation of economic and political break-
down. Thus, in a plain expression it has been
said that nationalisation of commercial banks
.would be a very good step by the economy
Journeying towards socialism.

But will the nationalisation of fourteen banks

be_ one of the achicvements of socialism ?
Will it serve the demand of the Indian people
who are living on poverty and distress ? These
are the common questions against nationalisa-
tion. Of course, it is true that there was a
mobilisation of opinion since some time past
about the popular cause of nationalisation of
commercial banks. And it is also been con-
tended that the nationalised bank will serve
little to increase social welfare. Instead of
private capitalist-monopoly it will simply
strengthen and mobilise the state monopoly.
One should judge the nationalisation from the
t.otal economic condition and that this nationa-
lisation is in the existing structure of the Indian
liberalist capitalism without changing it and
not in the socialist economic system. Thus,
the nationalised commercial banks will serve
the very existing system of means of production
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of commodities, which are based on profit.
motive and not on the idea of socially necessary
consumption goods. The socialisation of pro-
duction refers to an inter-relationship between
the state-ownership of means of production and
the production of necessary social consumption |
goods. Again, the nationalisation of com-
mercial banks should be looked upon as an .
inter-relation with all other things and not an
isolation from them. In India, even all the
banks are not nationalised and the small
banks are not abolished or merged to big banks
under all nationalisation. On the otherhand,
the share-holders have been guaranteed full
assurance of compensation and it is said that
their interests will be maintained. Tf the
nationalisation of other institutions like Life
Insusance Corporation can serve the big capita-
lists by extending a greater percentage of ad-
vances, then will the nationalised 'banks be
free from such things ? It is because of the
fact that all are supposed to serve the existing
system of the economy and if the system itsell
is not changed then no nationalised industry
can bring the fruits of socialism. In that
case, mere nationalisation would be a popular
issue to raise the slogan of socialism, to streng-
then the pillar of profit-making production
and capitalist market and overall to create a
false colour of socialism in the psychological
make-up of the mass people. On the other-
hand, the ready-made argument of provision
of rural credit by opening of new branches
in the rural areas cannot find support, first,
that the State Bank itself was established for
this purpose and second, that even with liberal
credit facilities the landless peasants being
a very vast force of Indian agriculturists will
not be able to get loan because they will not
be able to produce even the minimum of secu-
rity against bank loan. Then, to whom the
banks will help ? 1t becomes easy to find the
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